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The Maritime Transportation System and its related services play an integral role in the international 
supply chain. More than ninety percent of all commodities and consumer goods are moved by ship on 
oceans and inland waterways, through ports and terminal operations. As a result, the maritime industry 
is vital to the economic well-being of the U.S. and is a key link in support of the country’s national 
defense as the fourth arm of the military. In addition, the industry plays a critical role in emergency 
relief efforts as witnessed by the industry’s response during hurricanes over the past few years, 
continuing to bring stores and supplies, medical equipment and services to areas hard hit by these 
natural disasters. 

 
However, trends in global economic and supply chain development present significant risks to the 
national security, political influence, and economic competitiveness of the United States. Sustaining the 
maritime industry will be key to addressing these issues and threats. Doing so will require significant 
investment, policy changes and operational and programmatic actions in order to strengthen U.S. 
domestic and international maritime capabilities, ensure a trained and available maritime workforce, 
and enable an efficient, well-functioning and measurable maritime transportation system. The Maritime 
Transportation System National Advisory Committee (MTSNAC) is comprised of senior executives and 
experts from all sectors and aspects of the industry who were convened by the U.S. Secretary of 
Transportation to provide recommendations on the challenges facing the industry. Three sub- 
committees were formed to address a specific set of problems proposed and outlined by the Maritime 
Administration (MARAD) regarding international shipping, domestic shipping, and port performance. 
The MTSNAC was tasked with making recommendations regardless of the challenges, political process, 
and economic constraints that might hinder their advancement; the sub-committees took that approach 
as they set out to answer key questions posed by MARAD. 

 
Unfortunately, beginning in late 2019 and continuing to today, the world has experienced the terrible 
impacts of COVID-19 and its crippling effects on the health and well-being of populations and the global 
economy. Despite the challenges, the maritime industry has continued to serve the world’s needs, 
including providing critical food, medical supplies, and consumer goods. These items continued to move 
and be delivered even though vessel crews could not be relieved. Ports remained open with stevedores, 
terminal operators, and labor loading and off-loading ships, even with new social distancing 
requirements, new health protocols impacting operations, and shortages of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE). Regardless, the maritime industry continued to perform. Typically, the maritime 
industry performs essential services under the radar screen, with limited understanding or 
acknowledgement by the general public. However, during thus unique time, Americans have 
experienced what happens when supply chains are constrained or cut off entirely, and as a result, have 
developed a greater appreciation for and understanding of the role the maritime industry plays in 
meeting the country’s and consumers’ critical needs. 
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Like the industry as a whole, the MTSNAC faced similar challenges in meeting its assigned tasks during 
the pandemic. Despite the personal and professional challenges each individual member has faced, the 
group worked throughout the pandemic and met the request to deliver recommendations on an 
accelerated timeline. In doing so, the three sub-committees developed a varied and detailed approach 
to attacking some of the issues that have faced and challenged the U.S. maritime industry for many 
years. The proposed recommendations are based on the collective wisdom and experience of MTSNAC 
members as well as outside research and resources. The recommendations are strong, thoughtful, and 
targeted; they are intended to address the key issues that have plagued the industry for years and 
contribute to its inability to advance. As a result, they deserve close attention by U.S. DOT regardless of 
their perceived difficulty or recurring and long-term nature. Many of these proposed solutions are not 
new. While they may be challenging to implement, a firm resolve and creative implementation 
strategies must be employed to produce timely action if this industry is going to survive and thrive, and 
continue to fulfill its vital role in supporting the economic and security needs of the country. 

 
On behalf of the MTSNAC membership, we thank U.S. DOT and MARAD for the opportunity to provide 
input on these critical issues. 
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Maritime Transportation System National Advisory Committee (MTSNAC)  

Draft Recommendations from Members in 2020 

Consensus-Based Vote is on September 29, 2020 

These recommendations are divided into the three subcommittees of the Maritime Transportation System 
National Advisory Committee (MTSNAC): Ports, Domestic Shipping & International Shipping. The Maritime 
Administration is providing these draft recommendations for public review, prior to the public meeting 
scheduled for September 29, 2020. 
 
These draft recommendations are as presented by each subcommittee, per the guidance in their 
subcommittee charters. Furthermore, each subcommittee categorized the recommendations as “fiscal”, 
“programmatic/operational” and “legislative”. 
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